










likewise to be affixed in full view of the public, immediately after the last vote recorded
or immediately after the name of the candidate who did not receive any vote.

The returns shall also show the date of the election, the polling place, the barangay and
the city" or municipality in which it was held, the total number of ballots found in the
compartment for valid ballots, the total number of valid ballots withdrawn from the
compartment for spoiled ballots because they were erroneously placed therein, the total
number of excess ballots, the total number of marked or void ballots, and the total
numbers of votes obtained by each candidate, writing out the said number in words and
figures and, at the end thereof, the board of election inspectors shall certify that the
contents are correct. The returns shall be accomplished in a single sheet of paper, but if
this is not possible, additional sheets may be used which shall be prepared in the same
manner as the first sheet and likewise certified by the board of election inspectors.

The Commission shall take steps so that the entries on the first copy of the election
returns are clearly reproduced on the second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth copies thereof,
and for the purpose this Commission shall use a special kind of paper. .

Immediately upon the accomplishment of the election return for national position, the
poll clerk shall announce the posting of the second copy of the election return on a wall
with sufficient lighting within the premises of the polling place or counting center. He
shall then proceed to do the same in the presence of the other members of the Board,
the watchers and those present in the polling place or counting center. Without delay
and, when feasible, he shall secure an image of the election return using a secured data
capturing device and immediately thereafter, while in the premises of the polling place
or counting center, directly print thirty (30) copies of the election return. Once the prints
have been produced, the poll clerk shall call the other members of the board to
autpenticate each print copy by closely comparing the same with the election return
posted on the wall in the presence of the watchers and within view of the public. If the
Board finds each print a faithful reproduction of the election return, all members thereof
shall annotate and sign a certification to that effect on the bottom front of the print.

Each certified printed copy shall be placed in an envelope and distributed as herein
provided. Design~ted recipients of the certified print copies may receive their copies at
the polling Pla.ce or counting center. ..

Immediately upon the accomplishment of the election returns for local· position, the
second copy of the same shall be posted on a wall with sufficient lighting within the
premises of the polling place.

The other copies of election returns for both national and local position shall be sealed
in the presence of the watchers and the pl,Jblic, and placed in the proper envelope,
which shall likewise be sealed and distributed as herein provided. '

Any election return with a separately printed serial number or which bears a different
serial number from that assigned to tbe.particuJar: polling place. concerned shall notbe
canvassed. This is to be determined by the board canvassers prior toilS canvassing on
the basis of the certification of the provincial, city or municipal treasurer as to the serial
number of the election return assigned to said voting precinct, unless the Commission
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shall order in writing for its canvassing, stating the reason for the variance in serial
numbe:Hs.

If the signatures and/or thumbmarks of the members of the board of election inspectors
. or some of them as required in this provision are missing in the election returns, the
board of canvassers may summon the members of the board of election inspectors
concerned to complete the returns.

The citizen's arm is mandated to present for perusal its copy of the election return to the
board of election canvassers upon the request of any interested candidate.

Any violation of this election or its pertinent portion, shall constitute an election offense
and shall be penalized in accordance with Batas Pambansa Big. 881

In addition, the following shall likewise be gUilty of an election offense:

(a) Any Person who removes the election return posted on the wall, whether within or
after the prescribed forty-eight (48) hours of posting, or defaces the same in any
manner;

(b) Any person who simulates an actual election return, or a print or digital copy thereof;

(c) Any person who simulates the certification in a print of an election return;

(d) The chairman or any member of the board of election inspectors who, during the
prescribe period of posting, removes the election return from the wall on which it had
been posted other than for the purpose of immediately transferring it to a more
suitable place;
•

(e) The chairman or any member of the board of election inspectors who signs or
authenticates a print of the election return outside of the polling place; and

(f) The chairman or any member of the board of election inspectors who signs or
authenticates a print which bears an image different from the election return
produced aftereountingandposted on the wall.

SEC. 9. - Number of Copies ofElection Returns and their Distribution. • The board
of election inspectors shall prepare in handwriting the election returns in their respective
polling place, in the number of copies herein provided and in the form to be prescribed
and provided by the Commission.

The copies of election returns shall be distributed by the chairman of the board of
election inspectors as follows: .

(a) In the election of president. vice-president. senators and members of the House of
Representatives including the party-list representatives:

(1) The first copy shall be electronically transmitted to the city or municipal board of
canvassers and the copy itself shall be delivered later;
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(2) The second copy to be posted on a wall.Within the premises of the polling place;

(3) The third copy,fo the congress, directed to the President of the Senate;

(4) The fourth cOPY: to the Commission;
, -

(5) The fjfth copy, to the dominant majority party as determined by the Commission
in accordance with law;

(6) The sixth copy, to the dominant minority party as determined by the Commission
in accordance with law;

(7) The seventh copy, to a citizens' authorized by the Commission to conduct an
unofficial count: Provided, however, That the accreditation of the citizens' arm
shall be subject to the provision of Section 52(k) of Batas Pambansa Bldg. 881; !

and '

(8) The eight copy sl1all be deposited inside the compartment of the, ballot box for
valid ballots; and

(b) In the e.lection of local officials;

(1) The First copy shall be electronically to the city or municipal board of canvassers
and the copy itself shall be delivered later;

(2) The second copy to be posted on a wall within the premises of the polling place;

(3) The third copy, to the Commission;
•

(4) The fourth copy, to the provincial board of canvassers;

(5) The fifth copy, to the dominant majority party as determined by the Commission
in accordance with law;

(6) The sixth 'copy, to the dominant r,ninority party as determined by the' Commission
in accorClance with law; ,

(7) The seventh copy, to a citizens' authorized by the Commission to conduct an
unofficia'i count: ProVided, however, That the accreditation of the citizens' arm
shall be subject to the provisions of Section 52(k) of Batas Pambansa Bldg. 881;
and

(8) The eighth copy shall be deposited inside the compartment of the ballot box for
valid votes.

.~ -

The copy of the election .return posted on the wall. shall be open for.publicviewing at : \
any time of the day for forty-eight (48) hours following its posting. Any person may view
or capture an image of the election return by means of any data capturing device such
as, but not limited to, cameras at any time of the day for forty.-eight (48) hours following
its posting. After the prescribed period for posting, the chairman of the board of election
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inspectors shall collect the posted election returns and keep the same in his custody to
be produced for image or data capturing as may be requested by any voter or any
lawful purpose as may be ordered by competent authority.

Except for th<;>se copies that are, required to be delivered, copies of election returns may
be c1air~1ed at the polling place. Any unclaimed copy shall be brought by the chairman of
the ,board of election inspectors to the canvassing center where the recipients or their
represe"ntatives may claim them. Copies still unclaimed at the canvassing center shall
be deemed placed in the custody of the chairman of the board of election inspectors,
who sh~1I produce them when requested by the recipient or when ordered by a
competent authority. !

The Thirty (30) certified print copies of the election return for national positions shall be
distributed as follows:

(a) Th~ first fourteen (14) copies shall be given to the fourteen (14) accredited major
national parties in accordance with a voluntary agreement among them. If no such
agreement is reached, the Commission shall decide which parties shall receive the
copies on 'the basis of the criteria provided in Section 26 hereof;

(b) The next three copies shall be given to the three accredited major local parties in
accordance with a voluntary agreement among them. If no such agreement is
reached, the Commission shall decide which parties shall receive the copies on the
basis of criteria analogous to that provided in Section 26 Hereof;

(c) The next five copies shall be given to national broadcast or print media entities as
may be equitably determined by the Commission in view of propagating the copies
to the widest extent possible;

(d) The next two copies shall be given to local broadcast or print media entities as mai
be equitably determined by the Commission in view of propagating the copies to the
widest extent possible;

(e) The next four copies to the major citizens'arms, including. the accredited citizens'
arms and other· non...partisangroups or organizations enlisted by the Commission
pursuant to Section 52(k) of Batas Pambansa Big. 881;

(f) The next copy to be placed inside the compartment of the ballot box for valid ballots;
and

(g) The last copy to the provincial board of canvassers."

The certified print copies may be claimed at the polling place. Any unclaimed copy shall
be brought by the chairman of the board of election inspectors to the canvassing center
where the recipients or representatives may claim them. Copies still unclaimed at the
canvassing center shall be placed in the custody of the chairman of the board election
inspectors, who shall produce them when requested by the recipient or when ordered
by a competent authority.
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Any provision of law to the contrary notv'oJitr.staiioin-g, any of the recipients of the print or
digital copies of the election return may conduct an unofficial consblicfalion of votes and
may announce the result to the public. I /

The Commission shall post its digital files in its w~bsite for the pUblic to view or
download at any time of the day. The Commission shall maintain the files at least three
years from the date of posting. '

Any violation of this section, or its pertinent portion, shall constitute an election offense
and shall be penalized in accordance with Batas Pambansa Big. 881;

SEC. 10. Canvassing by Provincial City, District, and Municipal Board of
Canvassers. - a) The City or municipal of board of canvassers shall canvass the
election return of President, Vice president, Senator and Members of the House of
Representatives and for elective provincial and city or municipal officials: Provided, That
the returns for national positions shall be canvassed first Upon completion of the
canvass, it shall prepare the certificate of canvass for of Representatives and elective
provincial officials, announce the results of the election.'fornational positions 'in the city 1

or municipality, and thereafter, proclaims the elected city or municipal officials, as the
case may be.

b) The city board of canvassers of cities cOmprising one or more legislative district shall
canvass the election returns for president, vice-president, senator, members of the
House of Representatives and elective city officials: Provided, That the returns for
positions shall be canvassed first. Upon completion of the canvass, the board shall
prepare the certificate of canvass, of president, vice·president, and senator, announce
the results of the election for national positions in the city, and thereafter, proclaim the
elected members of the House of the Representatives and city officials.

j

c) (1) In the Metro Manila Area such municipality comprising a legislative district shall
have district board of canvass the election return for President, Vice-Presidents,
Senator, Members for the House of Representatives and elective municipal officials:
Provided, That the return for national positions shall be prepare the certificate of
canvass for president, vice-presidents,senators,announce there$ults of the' election for
national position in the municipality, and thereafter, proclaim the electe.d member onhe
House of the Representatives and city officials. l

(2) Each component municipality in a legislative district in the Metro Manila Area shall
have a municipal board of canvassers which shall canvass the election returns for
president, vice-president, senator, members of the House of representatives and
elective municipal officials: Provided, That the returns for national positions shall be
canvassed first. Upon completion of the canvass, it shall prepare the certificate of
canvass for presidents, Vice-presidents, senators, and members of the House of the
Representatives, announce the results of the election for national position in the
municipality, and thereafter, proclaim the elected municipal officials.

- (3}Tho -district-·board of canvassers of- eacfr-'Iegislative district comprising -iwo
municipalities in Metro Manila area shall canvass the certificate of canvass the for
President, Vice-Presidents, Senator and Members of the House of representatives
submitted by the municipal board of canvassers of the Component municipalities. Upon
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completion of the canvas:>, it shall prepare a certificate of canvass for president, vice-·
president, and senator, annouhce·the results of the election for national positions in the
district, and thereafter, proclaim the elected member of the House of the
Representatives in the legislative district. .. ~

(d) The provincial board of canvasser~ shall canvass the certificate of canvass for
president, vice president, senators and .members of the House of Representatives and
elective provincial officials as well as plebiscite results, if any plebiscite is conducted
simultaneously with the same election, as submitted by the board of canvassers of
municipalities and component cities: Provided, That the returns for national position
shall be canvassed first. Upon completion of the canvass, it shall prepare the certificate
of canvass for president. vice-president, and senator, announce the results of the
election for national position in the province, proclaim the elected member of the House
of Representatives and provincial officials as well as the plebiscite results, if any.

In conducting the canvass of election return of certificates of canvass, as the case may
be, the board of canvassers· in a municipality, city,. district or province. shall project each
election return or certificate of canvass on a wall from which its contents shall be read in
order that those present in the canvassing canter may follow the progress of the
canvassing process from beginning to end. The Commission may utilize the appropriate
projection equipment for this purP9se.

Immediately after the certificate of canvass for national positions is accomplished, the
chairman of the Board of Canvassers shall announce the posting of the second copy
thereof and its supporting statement of votes on a wall with sufficient lighting within the
premises of the canvassing center. He shall then proceed to do the same in the present
in the canvassing center. Without delay and when feasible, he shall capture images of
the certificate of canvass and supporting statements of votes using a secured data
capturing device and thereafter, while in the premises of the canvassing center,
immediately print the data so captured in thirty (30) copies. The board of canvassers
shall then authenticates each printed copy, in the presence of watchers and within
public view, by closely comparing the same with the certificate of canvass o~ statement
of votes, as the case may be, posted on of the wall, If the board. finds each printed copy
a faithful reproduction pfJhe certificate of canvass or statement of votes, all members

. thereof shall annotate and sign a certification to that effect on: the bottom front of the
printed copy.

Each certified printed copy shall be placed in an envelope and distributed as herein
provided. Designated recipient of the certified printed copies may receive their copies at
the canvassing center.

The Chairman of the board shall transmit the .digital files of the certificate of canvass
and its supporting statement of votes using a secured transmission device with
authentication features to the secured tabulation system of the Commission and to the
systems of the other designated recipients as herein provided.

Any provision of law tcithe contrary notwithscanding, any o1'the recipients of the print or
digital copies of the certificate of canvass and the supporting statements of votes may
conduct an unofficial consolidation of votes and may announce the result thereof to the
public.
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Any violation of this section, or its pertinent portion, shall constitute an election offence
and shall be penalized in accordance with Batas Pambansa Big. 881.

_: In addition, the following shall likewise be guilty of an election offence:

(a) Any person who remove the certificate of canvass posted on the wall, whether within
or after the prescribed forty-eight (48) hours of posting, or defaces the same in any
manner;-

(b) Any person who simulates an actual certificates of canvass or statement of votes, or
a print or digital copy thereof;

(c) Any person who simulates the certification of a certificate of canvass or statement of
votes;

(d) The chairman or any member of the board of canvassers who, during the prescribed
period of posting, remove the certificate of canvass or its supporting statement of votes
from the wall on which they have been posted other than for the purpose of immediately
transferring them to a more suitable place;

('e) The chairman of any member of the board of canvassers who sign or authenticates
a print of the certificate of canvass or its supporting statement of votes outside of the
polling place: and

(f) The chairman or any member of the board of canvassers who sign or authenticates a
print which bears an image different from the certificate of canvass or statement of
vote~ produced after counting and posted on the wall.

SEC. 11. Number of Copies of Certificate of Canvass and their Distribution. - a}
the certificate of canvass for president, vice-president, senator and member of the
house of Representatives and elective provincial official shall be prepared in seven
copies by the city or municipal board of canvassers anddistributed as follows:

(1) The first cqpy shall be delivered to the provin~ial board of canvassers for use in the
canvass election results for president, vice- president, senator and member of the
House of representatives and elective provincial officials:

(2) The second copy shall be sent to the Commission;

(3) The third copy shall be posted on a wall within the premises of the canvassing
cenrer .

(4) The fourth copy shall be kept by the chairman of the Board: and

(5) the fifth. cpgy.shalt bE! .given the citizens' .arm ~esig.nated:-by the Commission to.
u

• __ '_1
conduct a media-based unofficial count, and the sixth and seventh copies shall be given \
to the citizen's arm designated by the Commission to conduct a media - based unofficial
count, and the sixth and seventh copies shall be given to the representatives of two of
the six major political parties in accordance with the voluntary agreement of the parties.
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if no such agreement is reached, the commission shall decide which parties shall
receive the copies of the certificate of the canvass on the basis of the criteria provide9
in Section 26 hereof. The parties receiving the certificate shall have obligation to furnish
the other parties with authentic copies thereof with the at least possible delay. '

b) The certificates of canvass for president, vice president, senators shall be prepared
in seven (7) copies by the city boards of canvassers of cities comprising one or more
legislative districts; by provincial boards of canvassers in the Metro Manila Area, and
distributed as follows: '

(1) The first copy shall be sent to the Congress directed to the President ,of the Senate
for use in the canvass of election results for president and vice-president;

(2) The second copy shall be sent to the Commission for use in the canvass of the
election results for Senators;

(3) The third copy shall be posted on 'a wall within the premises of the canvassing
center;' '

(4) The fourth copy shall be kept by the Chairman of the Board; and
"

(5) The fifth copy shall be given to the citizens's arm designated by the Commission to
conduct a media -based unofficial count, and the sixth and seventh copies shall be
given to the representatives of two of the six major political parties. If no such
agreement is reached; the commission shall decide which parties shall receive t~e

copies of the certificate of canvass on the basis of the criteria provided in Section 26
hereof. The parties receiving the certificates shall have the obligation to furnish the
other parties with authentic copies thereof with the least possible delay.

The of the certificate of canvass posted on the wall shall be open for public viewing at
any time of the day for forty -eight (48) hours following its posting. Any person may view
or capture an image of the certificate of canvass .After the prescribed period for posting,
the chairman of the board of canvassers shall collect the posted certificate of canvass
·and keep the same in his custody ,to. be produced fOf image.or datacapturing.·as.may be
requested by any voter or' for any lawful purpose as may be ordered competent
authority. -

Except for those copies that are required to be delivered, copies of certificates of
canvass may be claimed at the canvassing center. Any unclaimed copy shall be
deemed placed in the custody of the chairman of the board of canvassers, who shall
produce them requested by the recipient or when ordered by a competent authority.

The thirty (30) certified print copies of the certificate canvass for national positions shall
be distributed as follows:

(a) The first fourteen (14) copies shall be given to the fourteen (14)a~re«;fited maj'Jr f

national parties in accordance with a voluntary agreement among them. If no such
agreement is reached. the commission shall decide which parties shall receive the
copies on the basis of the criteria provided in Section 26 hereof;
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(b) The next three copies shall be given to the three accredited major .local parties in
accordance wilh a voluntary agreement among them. If no such agreement is reached,
the Commission shall decide which parties shall receive the copies in the basis of
criteria an~logous to the provided.in Section 26 hereof;

(c) The next five copies shall be given to national broadcast or print media entities as
may be equitably determined by the commission in view of propagating the copies to
the widest extent possible;

(d) The next two copies shall be given to local broadcast or print media entitles as may
be equitably determined by the Commission in view propagating the copies to the
widest extent possible;

(e) The next fo~r copies to the major citizen's arms, including accredited citizen' arm,
and oth~r non -partisan groups or organizations enlisted by the commission pursuant to
section 52(K) of Batas Pambansa BIg..881; and

, .

(f) The last two copies to be kept in file by the chairman of the board of canvassers to
be subsequently distributed as the national board of canvassers may direct.

The certified print copies may be claimed at the canvassing center. Any unclaimed copy
shall be deemed place in the custody of the chairman of the board of canvassers, who
shall produce them when requested by the recipient or when ordered by a competent
authority.

The commission shall post its digital files in its website for the public to view or
download at any time of the day. The commission shall maintain the files for at least
three years from the date of posting.

Any violation of this section, or its pertinent portion, shall constitute an election offense
and shall be penalized in accordance with Batas Pambansa Big. 881.

SEC. 12. Congress. as the National Board of Canvassers for the Election of
President and Vice PreSident: The Commission en bane as the National Board of
Canvassers lor the e/ectio,., of senators: Determination of Aathenticity and Due
Execution of Certificates of Canvass.- Congress and the Commission en bane shall .
detennine the authenticity and due execution of the certificate of canvas for president'
and vice - president and senators, respectively, as accomplished and transmitted to it
by the local boards of canvassers, on a showing that: (1) each certificate of canvass
was executed, signed and thumbmarked by the chairman and member of the board of
canvassers and transmitted or caused to be transmitted to Congress by them; (2) each
certificate of canvass contains the names of all of the candidates for president and vice
- president or senator, as the case may be, and their corresponding votes in words and
their corresponding votes in words and in figures; (3) there exits no discrepancy in other
authentic copies of the document such as statement of votes of any of its supporting

_document~uch as statement of vote_~ .bycitylmunicipalityJby pre.cinct or discreRancy i~
the votes of any candidate in words and figures in the certificate: and (4) there exist no . -I
discrepancy in the votes of any candidate in words and figures in the certificates of
canvass against the aggregate number of votes appearing in the election returns of
precincts covered by the certificate of canvass: Provided, That certified print copies of
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eiection returns or cf3l!i~cates of canvass may be used for the purpose of verifying the
existence ~f th~ discrep~~~1cy.

When the certificate of canvass, duly certified by the board of canvass of each province,
city of distrIct, appears to be incomplete, the Senate President or the Chairman of the
CommIssion, as the case may be, shall require the board of canvassers concerned to
transmit by personal delivery, the election returns form polling places that were not
included in the certificate of canvass and supporting statements. Said election returns
shall be s'ubmitted by personal delivery within two (2) days from receipt of notice.

! :

When it appears that any certification of canvass or supporting statement of each
province, city of district. appears to be incomplete, the Senate President or the
Chairman of the Commission, as the case may be, shall require the board' of
canvassers concerned to transmit by personal'delivery, the election returns from polling
places that were' not included in the certificate of canvass and supporting statements.
Said election returns shall be submitted by personal delivery within two (2) days from
receipt of notice. '

When it appears that any certificate of canvass or supporting statement of votes by
city/municipality or by precinct bears erasures or alteration which may cast doubt as to
the veracity of the number of votes stated herein and may affect the result of the
election, upon requested of the presidential, vice ~ presidential or senatorial candidate
concerned or his party, Congress or the Commission en banc, as the case may be
shall, for the sale purpose of verifying the actual the votes as they appear in the copies
if the election returns submitted to it.

In case of any discrepancy, incompleteness, erasure or alteration as mentioned above,
the ~rocedure an pre-proclamation controversies shall be adopted and applied as
provided in Sections 17,18,19 and 20.

Any person who present in evidence a simulated copy of an election return, certificate of
canvass or statement of votes, ar a printed copy of an election return, certificate of
canvass or statement of votes bearing a simulated certification or a sim~lated image,
shall be -guilty of an eleetiohoffense shall be penalized in accordance with _Batas
Pambansa Big. 881. '-- "

SEC. 13. Communication Channels for Electronic Transmissions. ~ all electronic
transmissions of the election returns, certificates of canvass and other related
documents shall utilize secure transmission channels as recommended by the DOST
and the National Telecommunications Commission to ensure authentication and
integrity of transmission.

The Commission is hereby authorized to procure the necessary equipment, facilit~es

and services for putting up the electronic transmission system.

SEC. 14. Appropriations. The amount necessary to cany_.out.thaprovisions of this Act
shall be charged against the PhP11.3 billion supplemental budget.
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If the said funds shall not be fUlly utilized, the balance shall continue" to be appropriated
for the implementation of the mandatory Biometric Registration Project and electoral
modernization of the Commission. ,"

SEC. 15. All laws, decrees, executive' orders, resolutions, revenue regulations,
ordinances or circulars inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed
or modified accordingly or declared null and void and inoperative.

SEC. 16. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.

Approved,


